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INFORMATION LETTER FOR THE ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORTING THE DECLARATION “YES TO THE PRESERVATION OF MARRIAGE”

Dear friends!
I write to you to thank you and your organisation once more for the support you gave  the Institute of Family Policies in Norway (IFP-Norge) endorsing the declaration “Yes to the Preservation of Marriage”. As many as 232 associations and federations, representing some 1.770 NGOs supported the declaration. All these organisations represent around 364 millions of people around the world. 

The IFP-Norge handed the declaration to the Chairman of The Standing Committee on Family and Cultural Affairs on February 27th. We also had the opportunity to talk to some of the members of this committee.
As you might remember, the new marriage law proposed by the government will lead to a basic change in the understanding of what marriage is and that challenges the right every child has to have a mother and a father. Marriage will no longer exclusively be between a man and a woman, but also between couples of the same sex. Homosexual couples will have the right to adopt children, and health services will be able to offer married lesbian couples artificial insemination.

In Norway civil unions are offered, also for two persons of the same sex that want to commit to each other, permitting most of the benefits and obligations of marriage. This current partnership law will be abolished, and the civil unions already existing will be given the status of marriage.

The point we wanted to make when we presented our view to the committee along with the declaration and the list of organisations supporting it, was that the IFP-Norge along with the greater majority of the world is against a deconstruction of what marriage is. To give homosexuals and lesbians a right they do not have by nature, is to give a little group special treatment at the expense of children and society. We also wanted to make them aware that the international opinion is following what is happening in Norway, because we live in a globalize world and the legalization of such a law will put other countries under pressure to do the same.  

A recent poll showed that the 61% of the Norwegian population is in support of gender-neutral marriage laws. This comes as a result of the strong influence the socialist state has had in the educational system for the last 30 years of so. The media has not been very helpful in informing the people what the implications this law generates in society and has been focusing only in the mostly sentimental arguments given by the homosexual lobby groups.

Even though Norway is officially Lutheran, and the Lutheran Church is the state church, Christians are now a clear minority.

The IFP-Norge wants to reassure this christian minority and other people not approving of the law that a big number of family associations and NGOs and all the people they represent around the world support their view in this matter. They are not alone in their conviction that a sound and healthy family is of mayor importance for the whole of society! 
I would also like to inform you how the situation is at the moment.
The proposition of the new marriage law is now being prepared by the committee of Family and Cultural Affairs. Before making a final recommendation there will be an open hearing. Organizations and individuals who request it can appear at this hearing to present their views. The IFP-Norge will do so.
Unfortunatelly, there is a majority of the committee members who are open to pass the new law at the moment. In case the committee is unable to reach agreement, the views of the minorities are included in the recommendation as dissenting views, but the recommendation of a committee generally determines the outcome of the measure in the Parliament as representatives normally follow the vote of their party in the committee.
So I must say the situation does not look very positive. But the Catholic and Protestant Churches and some other groups that have been active in showing their discontent with this issue are planning a common mobilization from the 9th. to the 15th. of April. There will be people meetings with appeals before the Parliament, conferences, praying-wakes and processions during the whole week. We are determined to keep on fighting, and to let the government know that there is more dissension than they suppose.
I wish you all good luck in your work and endeavours for the family and the rights of every person, specially the non-born. If there is something the IFP-Norge can do for you, don’t hesitate to let us know.
Best regards,

Isabel Hillestad
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